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1 Redo 7 From KBSInterview report with DANBY (extract) 


& Assessment of Flora 


Ae : 


K3/0 through K3 


You may wish to see the study of Flora 
SOLOMON's case at serial 14%3a. 


Yio Currybn 
S. Rimington 
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Reference 


145 


K,770 through K« f2 a & eas b) Bela he ese 


Minute 144. 


Ze In the report of my interview with DANBY (extensive 
extracts from which are at serial i4ia) I suggested that 
what he said added up to a prima facie case for us to have 
another go at Flora SOLOMON. The conclusions of the 
comprehensive - and in my view penetrating - study of Flora's 
case by Stella Rimington (143a) support this suggestion. 


De I am in general agreement with Mrs. Rimington's 
thoughts on Flora's motivation in talking when and as she 
did in 1962 about PHILBY, but we are not in a position to 

go very far in the case of her allegations to Lord ROTHSCHILD 
that DANBY was a Russian agent; there is at present no basis 
upon which to reconcile Flora's account of her relationship 
with DANBY and DANBY's account of his relationship with 
Flora. Apart from this, there are many other things we 
would like to clear up. 


ie I think you will wish to show Mrs. Rimington's 
study to K/Adviser and perhaps after that we could have a 
discussion about the next move. 


/) 
, ) 
v / 


~~ A = / 
Vs Gp bow. vt 


E. W. Pratt 


K.3/7 


9th November, 19771 


dl 


# 


You will wish to read Mrs. Rimington's 
admirable summary of Flora SOLOMON at 143a. I 
suspect that there are things which she could tell 
us if she could be persuaded to talk, and to talk 
lucidly; but if VR's current assessment is correct 
and she is mentally unbalanced, then it appears 
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our chance, 

worth noting 
explore 
would be 


The most important 


The question of Flora SOLOMON's 
involvement. According to her own 
ry she lost all sg} thy with Russia 
the time of the Molotov/Rinbestres 
she told Arthur Martin that 
if she had been approached in 1951 she 
would have told what she knew of PHILBY's 
connections with the RIS. Is her 
failure to come forward, if not at that 
the Hungarian Revolution, 
ete explicable in terms 
ity (and a possible 
Suvelardabnt - even though she 
with PHILBY) or does it 


she had 


remained subsSeauently. under 
: nea suopsequently, unde 
of RIS control? a think that 


experience shows that 195] 


‘> 
+h 5 
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traumatic moment we now 
and that the innocen1 
guilty failed to come forward and tell 
what they knew because they were deminated 
by the ethos of the thirties. I do not 
think, however, 
Flora SOLOMON 
pie a cosmopolitan Jewess 
1 her own ex} planation to 
36 & 37 of 
wasn't her bu 


and the 
erence services with large numbers 
> in them, and who was she 
youthful confidences? 
out. This is a pretty feeble excuse, 
and I wonder whether she would not 
have produced a more convincing tale 
if she had been under control. My own 
guess is that it is basically true, but 
that in addition there was a residual 
emotional tie to the personable young 
man who, according to her sister, swept 
her off her feet at the end of her 
affair with KERENSKY. 
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“APPLICATION FORM “A” Tobe completed in applicant’s own handwriting. 
Note.—Do not sign this form until you have read instructions, Page 1, Para. E. 
Surname National 


Gin block capitals) 0 Pin ad 0 IV MB. 4 Reg. No. YA ya22.4323)| 


(State whether Mr., Mrs. or Miss) 
| State whether 


Christian Names SFOria sie single Ygryz O ‘olyty 
Maiden Name 


in full: in block capitals) 
if applicant is woman who is or has been married) foe WwACt Ow 
& LL 


peta bean Glisriced | ff so, state original name jl 
o | 


ontirtinge dissolved 


PERSONAL DESCRIPTION 
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Surname 
_ (in block capitals) 


PARTICULARS OF WIFE tort be je epi pICG by hnsbays ah wife is to be included in the passport) 


National 
| Reg. No. 


Christian Names 
(in full; in block capitals) 


bic 


| Age last 


Maiden Name ———_——— 
(in block capitals ) 


‘Place of birth 


al of birth 


(otherwise than by marriage)? 0 | 


Profession 
Occupation 


“Private Address _! 
(in block ites OF ye TON HOVSe, 


naturalisation, 


If British by registration or | 
naturalisation give particulars 
of registration or naturalisation 
certificate | 


(a) Husband’s or former Husband’s 
surname and full Christian names 


Age last ‘i Place of birth | Date of birth 
birthday 5/7 v Sed cla ae  ASEEE 
va he! 


Feromuneh ae a Alo, 


NATIONALITY, State whether 


registration, annexation or a British- | 
Protected person: 


Applicant Wife 
Height Sr dt. 6 in. 


ae ee baer 
| Colour of aie hn! 
— ACL te See, | 


TFORD ST; Special _ ay 
HER LON DoW. wei eculiarities ~ 


British by birth, marriage, descent, | 


| Colour of EYES 


British by 


in. ee Aux aLe 


is Le | Date” of issue 


‘Number of ce certificat é Place of issue 


MARRIED WOMEN applying for a separate passport must complete (a) and where applicable (d). 
df 
ic ae hia tcalLl 


ay 
io JS yn 


Oceeg2, 


~ Place of matriage 


~ Date of marriage Husband’s of former Husband's nationality 


Es s seh ai 
x oe hhh Some Pe? aa od 


Particulars 
*wen£..Husband 
or 
ormer 


usband 


(b) Won; Saal are British by marriage only. 


Husband’s zeit and date of birth 


a 

Y 

If husband was born in a foreign country 
give place and date of his father’s birth" 


: whether married more than once 


If so, particulars relating to the previous marriage 
or marriages should be given on page 4. 


‘w husband’s father was bara in a foreign country details of British descent must be given on page 4. 


INDIA, PAKISTAN, SOUTHERN RHODESIA, 


CEYLON, in SOUTHERN 


IRELAND or in any FOREIGN COUNTRY must complete A or B below. 


A | If Applicant’s birth was registered at a British Consplate abroad state : — 


Name of British Consulate 


Date of Registration Place and date of father’s birth 


Particulars of applicant’ s s father : ~- 


(a) (if born on British soil)— 
Place of biriht 


(b) (if British by naturalisation or registration)— 


No. of Certificate 


(c) Uf British by annexation of territory)— 


Name of territory annexed 


+ If father’s birth SEIN in a foreign country supplementary details of British descent must be given on page 4. 


5 | PASSPORT REQUIRED FOR TRAVELLING TO - 


erie ee ge btn Ae 


} 
Q 


ALE FFA Jaa 


Cyugeeda ASA tense Cte 


Purpose of travel y-eP Le hore YG 


£é¢ aot _e 
2 
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WITNESS (Sce instructions, Page 1, Para 


Applicant's life” | Husband's 
birth birth 


certificate tificate | certificate 


Place of marriage oe | Date of marriage js married aftey Ist J; ef 1949 


state nationalit@ at dati Eo marriage 
s 


if not British at date of marriage state (Number) 
(a) number (b) place (c) date of Tegistra- 4° 


tion as a British subject 


s relating to the previous marriage 


State whether married more than onegh. 
ould be given page 4. 


= 
Signature of Wife. ‘ 
Note.—To be signed in the pr 


| CHIL DREN UNDER 16 7 to be include No the Passgrt). 


. 


Para. E of instructions.) 


t | Date of | Sexand relationship 
Place of Birth Birth to applicant 


T 


Christian Names (in full) ‘« Surname | 


DECLARATION, 
(To be signed in the presence of an Examining Officer or witness: see Para. E. of Instructions). 


A I declare that the information given in the application is correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, and 
That I have not lost the status of British subject, and 
thatt-have-not previsusly held or applied for any passport whatever, 
| hat all ‘pres ious passports granted to me haye been; surrendered to a British Passport or - 
Delete “C” or Consular Officer other than passport No... which is now 
__D” whichever a: attached and that ¥ have made no other application for a passport since the attached 
is inapplicable 
pa pel 2 “povaglvse fp 


Stenature.. CU... tet waters Tn 40k 35 ee Date..:....1 
Note.—If you 2 hi aye hi da passport ich has been lost delete C and D and complete Section 11 on 
page 4 of this form. 


“HORA'E A ODD ITNCIC PE ig ; Rees : a : 
OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE. By Examining Officer at Passport or Ministex of Labour and National 
Service Office. (See Para. E of Instructions). 
1 Photographs of applicant (and wife if to be included in the pass 
All relevant documents as noted below examined, and in order * 


* Delete word “except ” if all documents 
are in order 


Official Some 


ca ae Bier 
) (Not necessary if personal apphg 
Passport or Ministry of Labour and National Service Office). 


I certify that the applicant is known personally to me, and that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the 
facts state yaTjare correcyand that oe declaration (Section 8) has been signed by him/her 


in my presence. 
Signature... cc... ; 
Profession (see Instruttions Page 1, P. 


Address 


IMPORT 4 N T. — Applicants and witnesses (see Section 10), are warned that should any statement 


contained in their respective declarations prove to be untrue, the consequences to them may be serious. 


FOR OFFICIAL USE 


D@CUMENTS PRODUCED TO BE NOTED HERE. 


] Child’s ] 

(or children’s) Marriage 
| birth certificate 
|__ certificate(s) 


Other Documents. 


(See Note, Section 8, overleaf). 
HAS BEEN LOST OR IS NOT 


No. ded. = f. 


(2282) Wt. 16501—638 500m 7/49 A.O.St. 


PARTICULARS OF PREVIOUS PASSPORT WHICH 


$0-. 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION. 


FOR PASSPORT OFFICE USE ONLY. 


FOR PRESEN? USE 


15- 


FEE PAID 


Passport Office, November, 1948. 
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Form “A” Application for a United Kingdom Passport 


IMPORTANT. Please read instructions carefully before completing the form. The attention of applicants is especially 
drawn to the British Nationality Act, 1948, which entered into force Ist January, 1949, and established a status of citizenship 
of the United Kingdom and Colonies by birth, descent, annexation, registration or naturalisation, 


INSTRUCTIONS 


The charge for a passport is 15s., which must be paid in cash or by postal order at the time of application. Where 
the husband and wife are included on a joint passport the charge covers both. 


, NOTE—A Passport cannot be issued or renewed by the Passport Office, on behalf of a person already abroad: such ® person should apply, in a 
foreign country, to the nearest British Mission or Consulate, or, if residing in any part of the British Commonwealth outside the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, should apply to the nearest Passport issuing authority 


HOW TO COMPLETE FORM 


(A) Males (married or single) and women who have 
NOT been married (16 years of age or over). Complete 
Sections 1, 2, 5 and 8, and if appropriate to their own 
application, Section 4. A married man who wishes 
to include his wife in his passport should complete also 
Section 6, his wife signing that Section in the space 
provided. A passport which includes particulars of the 
holder's wife is not available for the wife’s use when she 
is travelling alone. Married women who are not British 
Subjects cannot be included on husband's passport. 


(B) Married women of any age (including widows |\and 
Women whose marriage has been terminated). If a sepdrate 
Passport is required, complete Sections 1, 2, 3(a), 5 and 8,|and 
if appropriate to their case, Sections 3(b) and 4. | 


_ (C) Children under 16 years of age will normalif be 
included (without extra charge) on the passport of{ the 
parent who, in completing the application form, must jalso 
enter particulars of the children under Section 7. [The 
consent of the father or other legal guardian is reqired 
for the inclusion of a child on the passport of any @ther 
person. ; 


: 
Application for the addition of children to an exiting! 
passport should be made by completing a Child Additio 
Form 

Should a separate passport be required for a child under 
16 to reside or travel abroad, application by his father or 
other legal guardian should be made on Form “ B.” 


(D) Personal Description. The description of the appli- 
cant (and of the wife, if to be included on the passport) 
should be entered in block capitals in the “ Personal 
description ” space included with this application form. The 
“Personal description” form should also be completed 
und signed at the foot 


(E) Signing the form. The application form must be 
signed in Section 8 by the applicant (and in Section 6 by 
the wife if to be included in the passport) in the presence 
of the examining officer at one of the three Passport 
Offices or at any Local or Resettlement Advice Office of 
the Ministry of Labour and National Service. Note.—If 
the applicant cannot attend at any of these Offices, he or 
she can have his or her signature witnessed by a Member 
of Parliament, Justice of the Peace, Minister of Religion, 
member of the medical or legal profession, Bank Officer, or 
a Senior Public Official to whom applicant is personally 
known, who should complete Section 10 and certify oa the 
reverse side of one of the photographs that it is a truce 
likeness of the applicant. (Wife’s photograph to be certified 
similarly if she is to be included in the passport.) 
DOCUMENTS TO BE PRODUCED 

(F) Note.—Any applicant (other than a_ naturalised 
or registered person) who surrenders with this application a 
previous passport establishing his/her identity and nationality 
will not normally be required to produce any other document 
except the National Registration Identity Card, unless the 
applicant's name or status has been changed, or unless the 
applicant was born outside the United Kingdom and Colonies 
as constituted on Ist January 1949, See (iv) and (v). 


(i) Males (married or single) and women who have not 
been married should produce birth certificate, certificate of 
naturalisation or registration as @ citizen of the United 
Kingdom and Colonies as the case may require, National 

gistration Identity Card or current Armed Forces Identity 

iment. If a married man wishes to include his wife on 
his passport he should produce the marriage certificate, her 
birth certificate and National Registration Identity Card and, 
where relevant, her naturalisation or registration certificate. 


ii) Married women (including widows and women whose 
marriage has been terminated) applying for separate passports 
should produce documents specilied in (i) above, together 
with marriage certificate, 

Women who are British by marriage only must also produce 
the husband's (or former husband's) birth certificate, or other 
evidence of his British nationality, Where a_ previous 
marriage has been dissolved, the applicant may be required to 
produce the final decree of divorce or annulment. 


(iii) Children 

_Under 16 to be included in the passport. The children’s 
birth certificates. If the applicant is not the father, proof 
of legal guardianship or a letter of consent from the father 
or other legal guardian is required. 


16 years of age and under 21. Documents as for males 
and single women (see Paragraph (i) above); the written 
cgnsent of father or other legal guardian is also required, 
egcept where the applicant is married or a member of 

M. Forces. 

NOTE Where an Order has been made by the High Court or by a 


agistrate regarding the custody of a child such Order must be 
Iroduced 


(iv) Change of Name, If the applicant has changed his 
r her name the deed poll recording the change or other 
idence to show how and when it was changed must also 
e submitted. A fresh National Registration Identity Card 
n a new name is regarded as evidence that a change of 
ame has been effected. 


(v) Persons born outside the United Kingdom and 
‘olonies as constituted on Ist January 1949 must complete 
ction 4 and may be required to produce documentary 
idence in support of the statements made therein. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(G) Two copies of a recent photograph of the applicant 
(and also of the photograph of the applicant’s wife where 
a joint passport is applied for) must be included with the 
application. These photographs must be taken full face 
without hat, and the photographs must not be mounted. 
The size of the photographs must not be mor@-than 2+ 
inches by 2 inches or less than 2 inches by 1} inches. The 
photographs must be printed on normal thin phojographic 
paper and must not be glazed on the reverse sf. The 
examining officer (or witness) is also required t@ endorse 
the reverse side of one copy of the photograph with the 
words: “I certify that this is a true likeness of the appli- 
cant Mr. (Mrs. or Miss) * and add his signature. 

Where a joint passport is applied for, one copy of the 
wife’s photograph should be similarly certified. 


HOW TO MAKE APPLICATION 

(H) Personal application 

To facilitate the issue of passports. applicants are recom- 
mended to make personal applicatiobn to any one of the 
Passport Offices (addresses given below) or at any Local or 
Resettlement Advice Office of Ministry of Labour and 
National Service. 

LONDON,—1, Queen Anne's Gate Buildings, Dartmouth Street, 
London, S.W.1. (Hours: 10 a.m, to 4 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.) 

LIVERPOOL Exchange Flags, Liverpool (Hours 9.30 am. to 
4 p.m., Saturdays 9.30 am. to 1 p.m.) 


GLASGOW.—10, Bothwell Street, Glasgow, C.2. (Hours: 9.30 a.m 
to 4 p.m., Saturdays 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 

MINISTRY OF LABOUR LOCAL OFFICE. (Hours: 9 a.m. to 
$5 p.m., Saturdays 9 a.m. to | p.m) 

The Passport Offices are also open, for cases of special 
emergency only, between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. (Saturdays 
1 p.m. and 4 p.m.) and in London on Sundays and Public 
Holidays between 10 a.m, and noon. | 

The relevant sections of the application form should be 
completed and this form, together with the personal descri 
tion form, and the necessary documents, taken personally 
to one of these Offices, The fee of 15s, should also be 
paid at any Office. 


(D) Postal applications 

If it is not possible to make persgnal apptication at one 
of the Passport Offices or Ministry of Labour Local Offices, 
the completed, signed and witnessed form with certified 
photographs and documents (excepting National Registra- 
tion Identity Card) should be forwarded, together with a 
postal order for 15s., to one of the three Passport Offices 
whose address is given above. (N.B.—Cheques cannot be 
accepted.) 

J) Applicants resident in Northern Ireland should in all 
ae aDELy by post to the Passport Office, Exchange Flags, 
Liverpool. 
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This file summary does not necessarily 
include all significant information and 
should not be used as a substitute for 
study of the whole file if a 
comprehensive picture is required. 


Summary and Assessment of the Case 
of Flora SOLOMON 


Personal Particulars 


Born: 28.9.98 at Ruisk, Russia 


Career: Welfare Superintendent, 
Marks & Spencer Ltd. 


Addresses: 32a Addison Road, London, W.14 
1940-: 103 Carrington House, 
Hertford Street, W.1 


Married: 21.6.1919: Col. Harold Josiah 
SOLOMON (a .1930) 


Family: Father: Grigori Ossopovitch 
BENENSON (S2Z/2117) 
Mother: Sophie 
Sisters: Fira (later Countess 
IL' INSKAYA) 


Background to Security Service Interest in 
Flora SOLOMON 


sa Until. 1952 there was no file in this office for 

Flora SOLOMON. In 1951 and 1952 as a result of the 

telechecks then operating on Kim PHILBY's home she came 

to our notice as an old friend of Aileen PHILBY, so a file 

for her was opened. It was then found that there were 

various fairly inconsequential traces of her going back 

to the 1920s. In 1953 information which came to us from 
Aileen PHILBY indicated 

that Flora SOLOMON had known Kim PHILBY since the 1930s 

and had in fact introduced Aileen and Kim PHILBY. 


oe In July 1962 Flora approached Victor ROTHSCHILD in 
Tsrael and told him that she had known at the time of the 
Spanish Civil War that PHILBY was working for the 
Russians and that he had tried to recruit her to assist. 
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In August 1962 she was interviewed by this Service and 
repeated and expanded her story but completely denied that 
she had personally ever been involved in espionage and 
refused to answer questions about anyone other than 
PHILBY. Since then Flora SOLOMON has been seen on 
several occasions by members of this Service, 

but she has 
never aqdéd substantially to her original story. Nor 
have any of our other enquiries thrown much more light 
on her part in the PHILBY story or whether she was ever 
involved with the RIS. 


oe I have divided the following account of her 
security history into chronological periods and within 

each have placed side by side her own account of the 
period and what we know of her from other sources, in an 
attempt to find discrepancies or fruitful lines of. 
further enquir It is necessary to bear in mind, 
however, that in her own account the chronology is often 
very confused. 


Ps, Security Information 
Barly History 


4. Flora SOLOMON's own account of her early history 

is that she came to England from Russia via Paris in 1915 
with her family. After marrying an English Army Officer 
her whole outlook on life became British and she grew to 
love England. Her main interest in life however was Jewry 
and became Zionism (her father was a great friend of 

Dr. WEITZMANN, first President of tetaad}. something for 
which she thinks there is no place in England. | 


pa Our only contemporary information about this period 
in her life comes from investigations made in the 1920s 
into the activities of her father. He was said by some 
unconfirmed reports to be a Bolshevik agent though others 
described him merely as a shady businessman. A Special 
Branch report of 1925 described Flora as "as bad as her 
father and mother, the last named the most terrible 
creature, capable of anything". Flora's husband is 
described as a screen for her father in his business 
affairs. 


COMMENT 


For a note on Grigori 
SOLOMON's father, and 
ffairs see Annexe A. 


Harold Josiah SOLOMON, Flora's husband (N/T) 
was born in London in 1888. He became an 
officer in the Army Service Corps in 19307 


THIS IS A COPY and resigned in 1920. In 1930 he was 
RIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED Chairman of the Anglo-Palestinian Club. 
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Palestine 


6. Flora SOLOMON said that it was in Palestine that 
She first met Kim PHILBY, who, then only a child, was 
there with his parents. From Harold SOLOMON's Army 
Papers it appears that he (and presumably also his wife) 
was in Palestine in 1921. A Special Branch report of 
1925 indicates that Harold SOLOMON worked with Sir 
Herbert SAMUEL during his period as High Commissioner in 
Palestine. 


COMMENT 


Herbert Louis SAMUEL, later Viscount 
SAMUEL, was High Commissioner to 
Palestine from 1920 to 1925, 


From 1930 to Spanish Civil War 


Flora SOLOMON 's Story 


f Flora SOLOMON's story of her life in the early '30s 
given to Arthur Martin and Lord ROTHSCHILD when she was 
interviewed by them in August 1962 was as follows. She 
Said that the years up to the outbreak of war were muddled 
years for her as they were, she thought, for most people. 
There was a general revolt about life, situations, etc., 
but politics did not really seem to enter into it. At 

the time she was very active and busy doing an 
interesting, full-time job. 


COMMENT 


She eventually became Personnel Director 
of Marks & Spencer 


She was probably quite a stimulating person at that time. 
She had a comfortable house with a garden to which lots 
of young people came so she was always surrounded by a 
lively atmosphere. She was also at this period having 
an ardent affair with Alexander KERENSKY who was at the 
time living in Paris. She used to go frequently to 

Paris to see him and for a time had a flat of her own 
there; he used also frequently to come to London to visit 
her.- Although she was passionately in love with him she 
did not agree with him politically; she felt he was 
unsuited to be a leader and that in any case Russia 
would never return to a liberal regime. Nevertheless 

She used to help him with his work, and in particular 
with the paper he published in Paris, 


COMMENT 
For a note on Alexander KERE 
Annexe B. We do not know when 
THIS IS A COPY SOLOMON 's affair with KERENSKY : 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED and ended although we know from | 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER ¢ . file that in 19353 on a visit to 
MECN! UNDER SECTION : = ; ro 
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ACT 1958 “4 destination. KERENSKY's file for 
Make 2522. 1933-1940 was destroyed. 
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Si It was at this period that,according to her 
account, Flora SOLOMON met Kim PHILBY (Comment: Probably 
either 1935 or 1936). She became great friends with him 
and he developed a great attachment for her —- the 
infatuation of a young man for an older woman. Neither 
at this nor any other time, however, was she his mistress. 
She looked upon PHILBY as. having the left-wing views 
normal among young people at that period. By this time 
Kim was married to Lizy and although Flora got to know 
her a little she never liked her much, finding her 
personality secretive and non-buoyant. Very shortly 
after Flora met Kim again she also met Guy BURGESS; she 
always wondered what Kim saw in him, as she found him 
always drunk and dirty. Tommy HARRIS and his wife Hilda 
also came into Flora's life through Kim. She met them 
before the war, probably about 1937, but they were not 
close friends, merely social contacts. Tommy used to 
visit her with Kim. 


COMMENT 


Tomas HARRIS (PF.604643). 

At a later interview Flora said that 
the first time she saw HARRIS and 
PHILBY together was shortly after the 
fall of France. BLUNT said that he 

met HARRIS in 1932 or 1933, introduced 
him to BURGESS about 1935 and to PHILBY 
shortly afterwards. HARRIS said he did 
not meet PHILBY until 1940. 


Information from other sources 
9. A rather different version of the beginnings of 
Flora SOLOMON's involvement with the PHILBY circle comes 
from her sister Marie HARARI. In a conversation 

I said that Flora SOLOMON had had 
a passionate affair with Alexander KERENSKY. By about 
1934 the affair was on the wane and Flora was also 
disillusioned about KERENSKY's political ideas. When 
PHILBY came along he swept her off her feet. According 
to Mrs. HARARI, Flora SOLOMON has an area of her mind of 
a vast and limitless stupidity which makes her liable 
to be used by dangerous people. 


THIS {S ACOPY . COMMENT 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED ures ihr i 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION For a note on Mrs. HARARI see 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS Annexe C. 
— ap In 1995 to this 
office certain information about Flora SOLOMON 


Neither the information itself nor its 
source was very clearly explained but it probably came 
immediately from Aileen PHILBY though where she had 
learned it we do not know. The gist, as far as this 
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period is concerned, was that Flora SOLOMON was for many 
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became PHILBY's mistress. lsaid further 
that Aileen PHILBY had told his wife long ago that 
Flora SOLOMON was a Communist. 


i ae The only contemporary information we have about 
Flora SOLOMON during this period is that in 1935 her 
name was given as a referee by Ifigenie SOKOLOFF when 
she applied in Paris for a visa to visit the UK. She 
was accompanied to the Passport Office in Paris by 
Flora SOLOMON with whom she intended to sta 


Spanish Civil War to Outbreak of Second World War 


Flora SOLOMON's Story 


2: At the interview in August 1962 Flora SOLOMON 
said that when the Spanish Civil War broke out Kim 
PHILBY went to Spain. She was surprised and shocked 
when she heard that he was on Franco's side as most of 
her friends sympathised with the Republicans and up till 
then PHILBY had also been left-wing. PHILBY as a 
journalist went backwards and forwards between Spain and 
England. On one occasion a friend of hers was in great 
distress because a relation had been imprisoned by Franco. 
She mentioned this to PHILBY who volunteered to help 
free him. One day she received a message to go to 

The Times and there was given a typewritten message to 
say that the young man had. been released. When Kim 
returned and she questioned him he hinted that he was 
not really pro-Franco. From then on be began to confide 
in her, never fully, but always just hinting. 


Ee From then on, Flora SOLOMON said, she began to see 
quiteé]a lot of PHILBY and he frequently stayed in her 
SORE Beciae ENT RERRES He was on bad terms with Lizy at this time. 
IN DEPARTMENT. UNDER SECTION COMMENT 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS Te a 
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likely to have been 1938 as PHILBY 
was in England only between April 
and May 1937, . 


His attachment to her grew but although she was very 
fond of him she was too occupied with her own affairs 
and there was too great an age gap for her to have any 
relationship with him. 


L4., After his assignment to Spain was over (she 
thought this was in 1938, after Munich) he rang her up 

in a state of great agitation. They had lunch together 
in a restaurant and there he told her that he was working 
for the Russians and that he was in danger and living on 
his nerves. He tried to enlist her help but she refused 
saying that underground work was not her type of work and 
did not interest her. She was neither horrified nor 
Shocked nor in any way impressed. She was ideologically 
confused at the time. She was rebellious as a result of 
the restriction of the immigration of Jews into Palestine 
and horrified by Munich. Although she would never have 
actively helped PHILBY in this work because Communist 
methods were abhorrent to her, her sympathies were quite 
definitely on his side. In July 1962 when she first 
approached Lord ROTHSCHILD, Flora SOLOMON said that 
PHILBY had tried to recruit her to report on the White 
Russian communities in the UK but she did not repeat 

this specific information at the later interview. 


COMMENT 


In a conversation with her sister in 
1966 Flora SOLOMON said that she first 
suspected PHILBY when he received a 
medal from Franco. But this was not 
until 1940. 


LS Shortly after this lunch according to Flora 
SOLOMON she received a semi-code telegram from Paris 
which appeared to be calling her to a meeting there. 

She did not think for a moment that the telegram had 
anything to do with KERENSKY, although he was in Paris; 
he would never have sent such a thing. She asked PHILBY 
if this had anything to do with his attempt to enlist 
her help and he hinted that it had. She was so busy 

at the time with her job, her refugee work, her visits 
to Paris, her friends and her son at Eton that her brain 
was not in a condition to dwell on the telegram and she 
did nothing about it. 


16. We have no contemporary information about Flora 

SOLOMON during the period between 1937 and 1939 nor any 
comments from third parties which are relevant to this 

period. 
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War Time 


x A The story which Flora SOLOMON told of the 
war-time period can be divided for our purposes into 
three sections: 1) Information about herself and her 
attitude to the war and the Russians 2) her involvement 
with PHILBY and his friends 3) her involvement with 
others of security interest. Although for this period 
we have a little more information from other sources 
against which to place her story it is still by no 

means easy to judge the truth of it. 


Flore SOLOMON's Story 


as Flora SOLOMON says that her life during the 

war was one of frenzied activity and involvement. She 
said that as soon as the Molotov/Ribbentrop Pact was 
Signed all her sympathy for Russia evaporated. Although 
she continued to work for M&S she felt an increasing 
desire to devote her energies to helping the war effort; 
so much so that on one occasion she told her boss, 

simon Marks, that she wished to leave to do full time 
war work. He would not let her go telling her to 
combine war work with her M&S work. As a result of 
this advice she thought up the idea of British 
Restaurants and dashed round the country opening 
restaurants where there was a need, using M&S staff 

to man them. As well as this she worked with the "very 
secret department" housed during the war inM&5$8 
Headquarters in Michael House, Baker Street, on problems 
of feeding and shelter. She had, she claimed, no idea 
what they were doing and did not wish to know. Along 
with all this activity at work she still had a busy 
social life. When she moved in 1940 from Addison Road 
to a flat in Carrington House, Mayfair, the flat became, 
She said, like a sort of Euston Station, with crowds 

of people collecting there in the evenings. 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED The secret department in Michael House 


IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION was SOE which, during the war, occupied 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS a large number of office buildings between 
ACT 1958 wmavcu 9o5- Portman Square and Baker Street. 


Ls Among the people who came to her flat during the 
war years was PHILBY. He, having gone to France in 
September 1939, returned immediately after Dunkirk. At 
first, she said, he treated her as a Mother Confessor 
and confided in her but later he became morose and 
secretive and increasingly unsympathetic to Zionism. 
PHILBY used very frequently to bring his friends to 
her flat, sometimes in parties but sometimes individually, 
in what, according to her, were obviously "vetting" 
exercises, designed to test their suitability for 
recruitment for intelligence purposes. She understood 
from words he dropped that he was still working for 

the Russians although apparently this was never 
specifically stated. 
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20. Of the friends whom PHILBY brought the only one 
she reckoned was involved in his work for the Russians 
was Tomas HARRIS. She claimed to have had no evidence 
for this but merely to have concluded it because he was 
so unobvious a person. Being a rich picture collector 
who spent a lot of time in Spain he did not seem to fit 
in with the rest of the group but he was a very close 
friend of PHILBY's. At a much later interview (in 1966 
after Tomas HARRIS's death) Flora said that she learned 
from a friend of hers who knew one of HARRIS's sisters 
that HARRIS had been courier and contact man for PHILBY 
in Spain. Of the other friends whom PHILBY brought, 

of whom there were legions, she commented that she knew 
Anthony BLUNT well personally; he was a great friend. 


COMMENT 


For a note on Tomas HARRIS see para.g. 


a Uae Flora SOLOMON also described how she had been 
responsible for introducing PHILBY to Aileen FURSE, 
who later became his second wife. 


COMMENT 


PHILBY and Aileen were married in 1946. 
Flora SOLOMON was a witness to the 
marriage as was Tomas HARRIS. 


Aileen, Flora's assistant at M&S, became very attached 
to her and frequently stayed with her. She was staying 
there in fact when PHILBY returned from Dunkirk and, 
shortly after that meeting, the two young people 
started to live together in Flora's house in Addison 
Road which she lent to them and which they shared with 
Guy BURGESS until Flora asked him to leave because of 
his anti-Jewish attitude. Flora claims to have warned 
PHILBY that Aileen was mentally unstable but he was 
determined to be associated with her and mérely became 
angry at the warning. Flora SOLOMON asserted that 
PHILBY's involvement with Aileen was mainly to provide 
a respectable facade for his life. He refused to 
divorce Lizy to marry Aileen, however, claiming Lizy 
would find it difficult to live in this country if he 
did. Flora thought this was ridiculous as Lizy had a 
British passport. She thought the real reason for his 
concern might have been that PHILBY had to protect her 
as his link with the Russians. She had always thought 
that the Lizy/Kim PHILBY relationship was a business 
partnership. In contrast she was sure that Aileen 
never knew PHILBY's secret. 


we Before Aileen FURSE began to live with PHILBY 
she had lived with Frank BIRCH and it was, according 
to Flora's story, through BIRCH that PHILBY first went 
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into intelligence work. She was sure that Frank 
had not the slightest idea what PHILBY's real ideology 
was, and she did not tell him. 


COMMENT 


Frank BIRCH who wrote under the name 
of Francis LYALL (no file but references 


in PF,604584) was born on 5.12.1889 
and died in 1956. He was in Naval 


Intelligence from 1916 to 1919; was a 
lecturer in History at Cambridge from 
1921 to 1928; and from 1939 was in GCHQ. 


Zoe Flora SOLOMON said that after PHILBY dnd Aileen 
began to live together Lizy PHILBY still maintained 
contact with Flora SOLOMON; she lived in the same house 
as a relation of Flora's German refugee housekeeper. 
Lizy, according to Flora, came several times to see her 
to ask if she could help in M&S or in war work. In 
Lizzy's contact with Flora there was always the 

sous entendre that Flora knew what her real role was. 


24. Apart from her association with PHILBY and his 
friends Flora SOLOMON claimed to have received an 
intelligence approach from a British Communist during 
the war. She did not enlarge on this apart from saying 
that although she turned it down it fri shte ened her 
because she then "saw the significance of the interest 
various people had been taking in her". 


2’. When she was asked if she knew Edith TUDOR—-HART 
Flora SOLOMON replied that she thought the name rang a 
bell but she did not know her. 


COMMENT 


Edith TUDOR-HART identified a 

photograph of Flora SOLOMON when it 

was shown to her in February 1971. 
TUDOR-HART (PF.63,349) is thought to 

have been recruited by and worked for 

the RIS in Vienna between 1931 and 1933. 
She is thought to have known and probably 


THIS IS A COPY worked with Lizy PHILBY in Vienna 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED although she denies this. She is also 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION thought to have been used by the RIS in 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS the UK in about 1936 but her activities 
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here were probably limited to her 
occasional use as a cut-out. 


Information from other live sources 
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26. Confirmation of Frank BIRCH's part in introducing 
PHILBY to intelligence work 


From this source, however, it 
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COMMENT 


Dudley DANBY (PF.607283) was Private 
Secretary to Lord Lloyd at the British 
Council and later at the Colonial Office 
from 1938 to 1941. He was in SOE in the 
Middle East during the war and after the 
war became Headmaster of the English 
schools in Cairo, Port Said and Abadan 
successively. He was a friend of Dr. 
WEIZMANN and through him became acquainted 
with Flora SOLOMON of whom he was a 
neighbour in Carrington House. 


30. Peter SMOLLETT said when he was interviewed in 
June 1968 that he had met Flora SOLOMON through his 
Sister-in-law Anita KAUFMANN who worked as a parlour maid 
for friends of Flora's during the war. 


COMMENT 


Peter SMOLLETT @ SMOLKA (PF.39,680) was 
identified by KAGO as a KGB agent 
recruited in the 1930s. He was born in 
Vienna and educated at Vienna University 
before going to L.S.E. in 1930. . He 
joined M.O.I. in 1939 and became Director 
of the Soviet Relations Division in 1943. 
He knew Lizy PHILBY from at least 1934. 
Papers found in BURGESS's flat after his 
defection in 1951 included documents 
originating with SMOLLETT. In 1968 he 
confessed that he knew the documents 
were going to the Russians but denied he 
was ever recruited. 
THIS IS A COPY 
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5G In 1953 we learned that Flora 
SOLOMON's name was on a list of names presumed to be 
those of possible contacts in the UK found in the 
possession of Natalia DROHOJOWSKA, who was suspected of 
espionage 


se In December 1953 first told us 

of Flora SOLOMON's connection with PHILBY and Aileen in 

the 1930s and '40s 

He said also that Flora was the mistress of Dr. Eric STRAUSS 
| STRAUSS knew, 

he said, a great deal more about security suspicion of 

BURGESS, PHILBY and MACLEAN than he had any right to. He 

was presumed to have got the information from Flora SOLOMON. 


38. In 1967 we learned that 
Flora SOLOMON was a close friend of George WEIDENFELD. She 
had acted as Mother Confessor to him during the 1950s when 
he had been unofficial adviser on European affairs to 
Harold Wilson and George Brown. 


COMMENT 


George WEIDENFELD (PF.604363) is an 

Austrian Jew who came to the UK as a 

political paviae ee in 1958.. His first 

wife was Jane Sieff of Marks & Spencer. 

He is an ardent Zionist. and supporter 

of Israel and was Political Adviser to 

President WEIZMANN for a few months in 

1950. He is a keen socialite and has 

particularly, cultivated the acquaintanceship 

of prominent members of the Labour Party. 

He has been described as a near Communist. 

He visited Russia in Autumn 1959 and has 
'S IS ACOPY had a number of Czech contacts in the 
ARIGINAL: DOCK MENT RETAINED publishing business since 1965 
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40. In July 1962 Flora SOLOMON approached Victor 
ROTHSCHILD in Israel and told him: 1) that she knew 

at the time of the Spanish Civil War that PHILBY was 
working for the Russians and that he had tried to recruit 
her to help and 2) that PHILBY was now writing violently 
anti-Israel articles, she thought on Russian instructions. 
On 19th July 1962 Victor ROTHSCHILD interviewed her in 
London to prepare the way for the detailed interview by 
Arthur Martin which took place on lst August 1962. (The 
information she gave at these interviews is recorded 
above in its chronological sequence). The reasons 

Flora SOLOMON gave for coming forward with her 
information at that point after keeping it to herself so 
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long were: 1) that she was getting old and 
clear her conscience 2) that she had become disillusioned 
with phasic and thought what they were doing was dangerous 
and should be stopped and 3) that she thought PHILBY was 

working for the Arab cause to damage Israel, as an 

example of which she mentioned articles he had written in 

'The Observer'. She said that if anyone had asked her in 

1951 she would have told her story but coming forward 


r 


voluntarily then was too much for her. 


41. Flora SOLOMON was most anxious that no one 

should know that she had told her story. One reason, she 

said, was that she had been invited by the Russian Trade 

re lions to go to Russia to give advice on their shops and 
did not want the Russians to know what she had told 
authorities. 


42. In 1967 we learned from travel records 
that Yuriy MODIN travelled from USSR to Iraq ye June 1962 
and departed from Beirut for Vienna in Aug 


COMME 


Yuriy Ivanovich MODIN (PF.70,617). was, 
peta to BLUNT, BURGESS's controller 
1951 and arranged the flight of 
and MACLEAN from this country. On 


occasion MODIN made contact with 
order to get in toucl ith PHILBY 
Said, ina panic. This visit 

 MODIN' to the Middle Hast was made at 
ent the time when Flora SOLOMON first 
told her story to Lord ROTHSCHILD in 
Israel and covers the period.when she was 
first interviewed by this Service. 
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46. In Apri. ‘peal BLUNT reported nat Phoeve PuuL 
had told Willie TOWN ‘that he must not go to 
Carrington Street He ‘huagmested that sl 

Carrington H (i.e. Flora's flat). 
given TOWNSEND the impression that it 
rendezvous. 


COMMENT 
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Phoebe POOL (PF.760502) has suffered a 
series of nervous breakdowns which 
appeared to be connected with her 
knowledge of the undercover activities 
of certain of her Oxford contemporaries. 
She is given to making prophe tic 
utterances the significance of which is 
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i n 1967 Flora SOLOMON pepe och'hg the information 
that Hediisy DANBY had been a close friend of gh Ne in 
Beirut in 1962. In 1969 she tola. Lord ROTHSCHILD that 
she suspected that DANBY was engaging in fet scat 
tivities; the implication was that these were on behalf 
Russia. She had known him in the 1940s but had not 
seen him for many years. Re ecently he had suddenly tried 
repeatedly to contact her and this frightened her. She 
told Lord ROTHSCHILD this story again’ in January 1970. 
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did not think that he had ever not 
seen her for a period of more than 
two years. 


48. In November 1969 Peter Wright met the KGB defector 
KAGO. KAGO asked how we had learned about PHILBY other than 
from his information. He was told that it was Flora 
SOLOMON's evidence which, added to his own, clinched the 
case. KAGO then asked whether we were sure that Flora 
SOLOMON was not under Russian control. He judged that the 
RIS would have assessed that he had enough information to 
prove the case against PHILBY. They would, therefore, 

have been anxious to withdraw PHILBY as he undoubtedly knew 
other important agents in the UK. If he was unwilling to 

go to Russia the RIS might have had to pressure him and 

KAGO said that it was possible that Flora SOLOMON had been 
briefed to pass on the story she did to ensure that we had 
enough evidence to prove the case. 


Assessment 


49, Either Flora SOLOMON's story is largely the truth 
although she may have known and done rather more than she 
admits to, or she has been up to the neck in espionage. In 
either case she is a figure of central importance in the 
story of the Ring of Five, and it is important that we 
should understand her. 


50. She was barely known to this Service until she 
came forward in 1962 claiming to have known that PHILBY was 
a spy practically from the beginning of his career. AS a 
result we have hardly any contemporary information for the 
1930s and 1940s and very little comment from others to 
assist us in judging her story. In these circumstances all 
we can do is to see whether by stringing together all the 
information we have we can make a credible story consistent 
with what we know of her personality and background. 


51 Flora SOLOMON was brought up in immediately 
pre-Revolution Russia in a wealthy Jewish family. At the 
age of 17 she came to Western Europe and the rest of her 
formative years were spent in the world of emigre intrigue 
which centred on London and Paris during the twenties and 
thirties. National loyalties could have had little meaning 
for her, the daughter of a Russian Jew of possible Bolshevik 
sympathies, married at 21 to an English Jew and later the 
mistress of the exiled Liberal leader Alexander KERENSKY, 
at that time scheming the overthrow of the Bolsheviks in 
Paris. It would not be surprising if she hardly knew whose 
side she was on and took intrigue for granted. The only 
consistent element in her background was Jewry and later 
Zionism, itself a world of shifting frontiers which could 
lead one from one year to the next into different attitudes 
to the Great Powers, including Russia and England, or even 
to one's friends. 
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52. Flora SOLOMON's personality emerges from our own 
observation of her and from the account of others including 
her sister and Lord ROTHSCHILD as dominating, extrovert, 
and driving but also arrogant and egocentric. She is 
obviously a woman of considerable mental energy but has, 

if her sister is to be believed, an area of her mind of 
"vast and limitless stupidity", making it possible for her to 
be under the control of dangerous people without realising 
it. She is also a woman who loves flattery and likes to 
have people around her, people whom she can patronise and 
who are to an extent dependent on her like Aileen PHILBY, 
as well as enjoying and cultivating the acquaintance of 
important people. 


26 Given this background and personality I find it 
possible to believe that the story she told us in 1962 is 
substantially true. Flora SOLOMON said that she suspected 
PHILBY's double role at the time of the Spanish Civil War 
but that he first confided in her in 1938 at a time when 

he was feeling particularly vulnerable and at the same time 
asked her to help him in his espionage work. PHILBY might 
well have made such an approach, at a time when we knew he 
was recruiting for the RIS, to a person of cosmopolitan 
background such as hers with a wide circle of acquaintances. 
Particularly as according to other people they were 
emotionally involved, although on her story this was only 
on his side. 


54. Nor is Flora SOLOMON's account of her reaction to 
this approach psychologically unlikely given the sort of 
person she is and the life she was then leading. She 

would have us believe she was neither surprised nor shocked 
by this revelation being herself in any case sympathetic to 
Russia at the time but that she brushed aside PHILBY's 
request for help saying that she was not interested in such 
work and was in any case too busy with her other concerns. 
She does not deny, however, that she did in fact help hin, 
not specifically by undertaking any particular task, but 

in general by allowing him to introduce his friends into 
her social circle and by herself acting as what amounted 
almost to a personnel adviser to him, her profession in 
"real" life. She helped him in this way even though, 
according to her story, her sympathies for Russia had 
evaporated with the Molotov/Ribbentrop Pact. She implied 
that at the time she never asked herself the purpose of 

the introductions, being in any case at the time wrapped 

up in her own hectically busy life, but that looking back 
she was fairly sure they were vetting exercises preliminary 
to recruitment approaches. It is consistent with the 
psychology of a certain kind of woman that she may well 
become involved with things which excite her emotionally 

so long as she is not compelled to face facts about them. 


O.4 So far this account of Flora SOLOMON's personality 
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difficult to convince her that the best way to stop his 
activities once and for all was to come and tell us all 
about him. If her approach to us had some such background 
as this it might account for the rather unsatisfactory 
reason she eventually gave for having come forward - the 
articles in 'The Observer'. Although her real reason 
might have been a combination of that and other things 

she might not for obvious reasons have wanted to reveal 
all she had been told. 


6dis It is certainly not difficult to imagine why it 
would have occurred to the Russians to use Flora SOLOMON 
as an agent for their purposes. During the mutual 
examination they must have had with PHILBY during the 
years when he was under suspicion and trying to recover 
it must have come out, (if it was not already known to 
them) that she was in a position to betray him. By 

using her in this way they would have turned to their own 
advantage what had been a potential source of danger to 
them. 


62’. Thus Flora SOLOMON's approach to us in 1962 
might well have been motivated as she thought and indeed 
partly told us by pro-Zionist zeal. It is not necessary 
to suppose that if what she did was convenient to the 
Russians she knew about it. 


65. There is, however, another indication which 
appears to run contrary to Flora SOLOMON's own story. 
This is the letter which Anthony BLUNT said, in 1965, 
that he found among BURGESS's papers after the defection 
in 1951 (para.27). In the first place BLUNT claimed to 
be unable to remember Flora SOLOMON's name although he 
made it pretty clear by hints and indications whom he 
meant. He thought he had been to her flat once for a 
drink although he had no clear recollection. Flora 
SOLOMON on the other hand claimed to know him very well. 
In the second place on Flora's own account she knew 
BURGESS very well and at one point indeed he lived in 
her house in Addison Road, after she moved to Carrington 
House, until she threw him out because of his anti-Jewish 
remarks. If this is true it is hard to credit that so 
wary an operator as PHILBY would have written a letter 
connecting both him and her to BURGESS when he could just 
as easily have said what he wanted to say, or if he had 
would not have taken steps to recover and obliterate it 
in the years between 1940 and 1951. So this queer tale is 
either irrelevant to Flora SOLOMON because it does not 
relate to her or more likely it throws considerable doubt 
on the reliability of BLUNT's evidence. There are many 
reasons why BLUNT might have invented the existence of 
such a letter. He might, for example, have been acting 
under Russian control to discredit Flora SOLOMON so that 
we would disbelieve any further information she might 
reveal now she had served their purposes. Or, as part of 
a continuing effort to find material to give us without 
implicating any of his friends or telling us anything new, 
he might have made up the story knowing, possibly from 
Lord ROTHSCHILD, of Flora's information to us. Whatever 
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the explanation of this story I do not regard it as in 
itself sufficient reason to disbelieve Flora SOLOMON's 
story. 


64. If Flora SOLOMON's story is substantially true 
and if she came forward in 1962 either for the reasons 

she gave or aS an unconscious agent of the Russians she 
must have been afraid afterwards of the Russians taking 
some form of revenge on her. Her behaviour at least 

since 1966 has seemed to indicate that she was indeed in 
a state of trepidation and in fact she told her sister in 
November 1966 that she was afraid of a Pape to harrass 
her by blackmail and scandal. fe apa LES ; Oe ae 
ye Ge i ps Di Ve E ; Mtr ets * ; oF ect aes oe eae 
“reat mista italy ge ’ ici I Tt moult rae "explain aes 
uoarent ly mt icuat mriretion that Dudley DANBY is a 
Russian spy. If she had in her mind already the fear 

that she might be approached by an agent of the Russians 
it is not difficult to see how she might have become 
persuaded that DANBY was he, remembering that DANBY had 
known PHILBY in the 1940s, that he was a close friend of 
PHILBY's father and that he appeared to be on close terms 
with PHILBY in the Middle East in the 1960s at a time 

when she thought or had been persuaded that PHILBY was the 
centre of a group of professional spies and working against 
Israeli interests. 


65. So, to sum up, Flora SOLOMON's story is just 
about satisfactory when examined alongside all the other 
information we have. There is not a shred of hard 
evidence to disprove it, although we cannot exclude her 
knowing considerably more than she has told us. 


66. On the other hand it cannot be denied that there 
is a great deal about it that seems very fishy and that 
her whole background renders it possible that she could. 
have been very deeply involved in espionage in the 1930s 
and 1940s, although we have no evidence to prove it. She 
was in and out of Paris during the 1930s when Paris was 

a centre for Russian espionage activity; she had a large 
circle of acquaintances and always crowds of people around 
her which could have been used as a cover for some 
activity; she knew several people whom we know were 
involved in espionage; she knew Lizy PHILBY well and 
continued seeing her after she had ceased to live with 
PHILBY. There is no reason however to suppose that she 
played a significant role after the ‘40s. 


OT. - However if she had been deeply involved in the 
1930s and 1940s it seems on the face of it unlikely that 
the Russians would have brought her to our attention in 
1962, for any reason, when we knew so little about her. 
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certainly knows a good deal more than she has told us 

and this seems a good time to make another attempt to 
find it out. In the first place she is getting old now 
and the opportunity to talk to her will soon be lost. 
Also with the latest DANBY interview and our other 
researches we now know a good deal more about the 
background to her case than we did when she was first 
seen. There is, however, little point in approaching 
her again unless we can find some way of persuading her 
to talk more freely than she has so far been prepared 

to do. If our interpretation of her character is correct 
she is a fairly conceited old lady and I think that if it 
could be hinted to her that there is a possibility that 
she has been used by the Russians she might be prepared 
to talk to us out of sheer pique. 


Welln Kunde 


S. Rimington 


4 November 1971 
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Grigori Ossopovitch BENENSON 


(82/2117) 


Born: 9.5.1860 in Petrograd. 
Wife: Sophie 
Children: Fira 
Flora eben born 28.9.98. 
Marie (PF.749,454) born 8.4.1905. 


The following information comes from $Z/2117, a joint 
file for BENENSON and the Lena Goldfelds. 


26 BENENSON is reported to have come to Imgland originally 
from Russia via Germany and Denmark in 1915. (From other 
sources it appears that he was accompanied by his wife and 
three daughters.) He had gone to Germany for medical treatment 
after acid had been thrown over him in a train in Russia in 
April, 1914 by a woman who claimed that he had had a child by 
him. When the war started he was in Germany and was eventually 
sent out in 1915. 


3 Before coming to England BENENSON had been Chairman of 
the Russian and English Bank Ltd., Petrograd. He became 
Chairman of the Directors of the Russian and English Bank in 
London, a Director of Lena Goldfelds Ltd. and of the Imperial 
and Foreign Corporation. In January, 1919 he opened a business 
in New York, G. BENENSON & Go. Ltd. whose main office was in 
London and whose interests were in Russian railroad and mining 
operations. 


4. BENENSON went to Sweden on business in July, 1916, re- 
turned to Ingland and in June, 1917 went to Russia with 
despatches. He arrived in Ingland again from the Continent 
in Jamuary, 1919 with his wife and three daughters. 


ie In 1919 a report was received that BENENSON was a 
Bolshevik agent of importance. The story was that three un- 
serupulous financiers had been sent abroad by the Soviet 
Government in 1918 with large sums of smuggled Russian 
roubles at their disposal. Their purpose according to the 
report was to purchase foreign currency and use it for 
propaganda to spread Bolshevism abroad. Of the three agents 
one went to Stockholm, one to Copenhagen and one, BENENSON, 
came to London. The accuracy of this report seems never to 
have been established. 


6. Conflicting reports about BENENSON's business standing 
were received in about 1920. Some said that he was wealthy 
and connected with a series of respectable companies and 
others maintained vehemently that he was a sly and shady 
businessman, aided and abetted by his wife, who dealt with the 
Bolsheviks (a thing no respectable businessman would do at 
that time). This latter view gained support from a reported 
statement of the Bolshevik Government in April, 1920 that 
money could be transferred to and from England via the Anglo- 
Russian bank (of which BENENSON was a Director). 
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Te By 1925 BENENSON had become a U.S. citizen. 


8. In 1925 the Lena Goldfelds Co., a firm apparently 
British, of which, however, BENENSON was the largest share- 
holder and in which BENENSON 's son-in-law Col. SOLOMON also 
held shares, was granted a concession by the Soviet 
Government to exploit the goldfields in Siberia. At the time 
it was claimed by certain informed people that the con- 
cession was worthless as it would be impossible to work a 
company in the Soviet Union at that time because of the dis- 
turbed political and economic state of the country. It was 
suggested: 


(a) that the concession was granted by the 
Soviet Government merely to lure 
foreign capital into Russia at a time 
when the Banks of England, France and 
Germany were withholding credit from 
the Soviet Union, and 


that certain people in the Lena 
Goldfelds Co. (i.e. BENENSON and his 
friends) were trying to boost the 

shares artificially by appearing to 
have won a valuable concession which was 
in fact worthless. 


9. Events seem to have confirmed these doubts for, after 
continuous financial troubles, in December, 1929 the 0.G.P.U. 
raided the Lena offices and the homes of their employees as, 
it later turned out, the first move in the appropriation of 
the Company and its assets by the Soviet Government. During 
1936 a show trial of three Russian employees of the Company 
was held during which they confessed to economic and 
political espionage on behalf of the British Government. One 
of the witnesses at the trial described BENENSON as a Stock 
Exchange speculator in the confidence of the British 
Intelligence Service and the three accused employees as his 
chosen helpmates. 


10. The Lena Goldfelds Co. took their case to an 
Arbitration Court which awarded them £13 m compensation 
against the Soviet Government, a sum which was, of course, 
never paid. BENENSON's name does not appear at all in the 
accounts of the Arbitration proceedings and the file ends in 
December, 1933 without further mention of him. 


11. It is difficult to know from this rather mysterious and 
incomplete story what the purpose of Grigori BENENSON 's 
activities in England in the 1920s was. It is possible that 
he may have been, as some reports suggest, a high grade 
Bolshevik agent charged with aiding the Soviet Government to 
secure its financial position in the world. Or he may have 
been merely an unscrupulous businessman whose only concern 
was for his own financial advantage. Whatever the truth of 
the story there is no doubt that he must have had considerable 
knowledge of the Soviet Government's undercover activities in 
England in the 1920s. 
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Alexander Feodorvich KERENSKY 


(PFR.52) 


22.4.1881 in Russia 


1970. 


The following information comes from KERENSKY's file; 
the volumes covering the period 1933 to 1940 were burned. 


t, 


Ze Alexander KERENSKY was President of the Temporary 
Government of Russia in 1917. In May, 1918 when the 
Bolsheviks came to power he fled and was allowed to come to 
England in transit to France. It was considered that 
though his presence in England might be embarrassing his 
life was in danger in Russia and he had been a true friend 
of the Allies. During the 1920s and 1930s he was a leader 
of anti-Bolshevik Russians in Europe and had his Head- 
quarters in Paris. 


3. By 1949 KERENSKY was living in the U.S.A. and working 
at New York University as lecturer in Social Sciences. In 
New York he formed the KRENSKY League with the backing of 


American Jewish "progressive" elements. 


4. He died in 1970. 
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Marie HARART 
Née BENENSON 


(PF.749,454) 


Born: 8.4.1905 in Baku Russia. 
Nat: British 
Died: 24.9.1969. 
Addresses: 32 Catherine Place, S.W.1. 
Occupation: Publisher, Harvill Press Ltd. 
Married: 29.10.1925: Ralph Andrew HARARI 
Born Cairo 28.10.1892 
Died 1969. 
(PF.605, 726 seatroves. 
one Fash ’ 


Banker. 


For many years, until her death in 1969, Marie HARARI 
worked for Harvill Press, a subsidiary of Collins the 
publishers. She was mainly concerned with editing and pub- 
lishing Russian works, many of which originated from behind 
the Iron Curtain. She translated into English ‘Dr. 
Zhivago' and several other works by Russian authors. 


Ze In the course of her work Mrs. HARARI made several 

visits to Russia, the first we know of being in October, 1955. 
In 1956 in the course of one of these visits she was discovered © 
travelling within Russia without authorisation and consequently 
was not permitted to extend her visa’. In 1959 when she 

applied for another visit to Russia it was reportedly not 
granted. 


es 


4. In July, 1959 Mrs. HARARI's business partner suspected 

that certain domestics in the HARARI household were agents of 
the Russian Embassy, one possible reason being, she thought, 

that Mrs, HARARI saw (in the course of her work), many people 
coming from behind the Iron Curtain, including refugees, and 

also prospective visitors to Russia. 
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6. In 1960 and 1961 Mrs. HARARI had various contacts with 
the emicre organisation N.7.S., dedicated to the overthrow 

of the Communist government in Russia. She was first in con- 
tact with them in 1960 because she thought they might be 
handling interesting literary manuscripts from Russia. In 

1961 she was asked by them to take a film and other things into 
Russia. She did so, and while carrying them was searched and 
interrogated but nothing was found. In 1965 at the time of 
Gerald BROOKE's trial she was named in the Soviet Press as a 
person who had distributed anti-Soviet propaganda for N.T.S. 


T From August, 1964 until 1965 Mrs. HARARI was in fairly 
close social contact with BOYAROV the K.G.B. Deputy Resident 
in London and his wife. He had helped her in a project to 
invite a Russian literary figure to Imgland. When the 
Russian Press relevations about Mrs. HARARI were made in 1965 
the contact was broken off and the BOYAKOVs left the U.K. 
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PF.604692 


NOTE FOR FILE 


The following information was obtained 
from the Army Papers of Harold Josiah SOLOMON, husband 
of Flora SOLOMON: 


Lt. Col. Harold Josiah SOLOMON, O.B.E.,M.C., 
Born: 19 January 1886 at Cambridge House, 
Ladbroke Grove, London 
Died: 31 July 1930 at Valmont, Glion, 
Switzerland 
Father: Henry Josiah SOLOMON, Stock dealer 
Mother: Frances SOLOMON née SOLOMON 
Addresses: 1904+ 42 Hyde Park Gate, 
London, S.W. 
(father's address) 
1917: 3 Campden House Terrace, 
Kensington 
Jan British Embassy, 
1920: Rome 
1921: Dept. of Controller of 
Stores, Russian Buildings, 
Jerusalem 


Education: 1897-1904: Clifton College 


Military August 1905: 2nd Lt. 18th Hussars 
Service: October 1907: 2nd Lt. Army Service 
Corps 
October 1908: Lt. Army Service 
Corps 
August 1914: Captain, Army Service 
Corps 
1914-18: Temp. Major, Army Service 
Corps 
1918-19: Temp. Lt. Col., Army 
Service Corps 
Jan 1920: Resigned. Granted rank 
of Lt. Col. 
Postings: 1917: D.A.Q.M.G. The 
Cyclist Division, 
Salonika 
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1930: Chairman of Anglo- 
Palestinian Club, 13 
Warwick Court, London, 
W.C.1L- 


Other information: 
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S. Rimington 
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Reference 


Bill Pratt rang you this morning 
to ask if you could trace the army papers of 
an officer who died about 1924, whose 
regiment we did not know. Since Bill spoke 
to you we have discovered the regiment, which 
will I hope make the enquiry easier. I attach 
a note giving all the details we have. 
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Lt. Col. Harold Josiah SOLOMON 
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Born: 21.1.1888 
Died: ec. 1924 


Regiment: 18th Hussars and R.A.S.C. 


Address - 1924: 19 Campden House Rd., 
Kensington. 


Married, June, 1919, in London: 
Flora BENENSON 


In Palestine - connected in 
some way with Sir Herbert SAMUEL, 
British High Commissioner to 


Palestine, 
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Reference... «AO4.»692 
Copy to:PF.604,584 


Note for File 


Reference s.134a, I went down to the newspaper 
library at Colindale today to look at copies of the 
Observer. I went through editions of the Observer 
for the nine months from October ist, 1961 to July 8th, 
1962. In that period there were very few references 
at all to the Middle East situation and only four itens 
of any kind signed by H.A.R. PHILBY. 


2 On October ist, 1961 the main front page news con- 
cerned the new Syrian regime and its move to expel 
Egyptians. The last part of the report consisted of 
cabled comment from PHILBY from Beirut suggesting that 
the news might result in the immediate dissolution of 
the United Arab Republic and that it put Nasser's own 
position of supremacy in the Arab countries in doubt. 


Se On October 8th, 1961 there was a front page report 
headed "The Russians Recognise New Syrian Regime", and a 
cable from PHILBY from Beirut. The front page report 
referred one to an article on pages 6 and 7. This article 
was headed "Syria Today. Why Nasser Shifted his Position" 
and was signed by PHILBY. On the adjoining page was a 
companion article "The New Men in Damascus", presumably 
also by PHILBY, copiously illustrated with photographs by 
Stuart Heydinger. 


4, In the Observer of March/8th, 1962, on one of the 
inside pages, was a fairly short column headed "Israel's 
"Reprisal! on Syria" from our correspondent in Jerusalem 
March 17th. This described an action on the eastern shore 
of Lake Galilee in which thirty Syrians and five Israelis 
were killed, calling it "the fiercest and biggest Israeli/ 
Arab clash since the 1956 Sinai campaign, involving heavy 
artillery and the Air Force". At the end of this report 
was a Sub-heading "Cause of Fighting" and a passage signed 
by PHILBY. PHILBY wrote that the clashes told of mounting 
Arab anxiety as Israel pushed forward her plan to draw 
water from Lake Tiberias. He maintained that this was a 
first step in a deliberate campaign to deprive the Arabs 
of all use of the water of the Jordan and also to channel 
Salt water springs directly into the Jordan to prejudice 

a huge Jordan irrigation scheme. 


5 On July 8th, 1962, the last number examined, there 
was a report from Nora Beloff from Brussels about the Six 
falling out with their African partners. Immediately 
beneath this was a report from PHILBY from Cairo, dated 
July 7th, maintaining that non—Common Market countries, 
whose representatives were assembled in Cairo for @ con- 
ference, were not hostile to the Market and that the U.A.R. 
was one of the more responsible participating powers. This 
would seem to have no bearing on Flora's theme, except that 
it showed PHILBY praising the U.A.R., and was in any case 
too late to influence her reporting. 


/6. Of the four. 
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Ay Oe Of the four signed reports by PHILBY the one of March 

- ( 8th described in paragraph 4 above was the only one which 
could be described as specifically anti-Jewish and the last 
of any kind by him to appear before the date of Flora 
i al reporting to us through Victor ROTHSCHILD (July 5th, 
1962). 


Te In the period I looked at (October, 1961 to early July, 
1962) there were also two items 


(i) on 12 November, 1961, an item in 
"The Week" reporting on Jewry and 
the Kremlin which gave an account 
of the imprisonment of three 
Leningrad Jews 


on 3rd December, 1961 - an 
article by Edward Crankshaw 

in the series "Russia Today" 
entitled "Complex Key to Anti- 
Semitism" 


which might well have aroused Flora SOLOMON's anger as a Jew, 
anger against the Russians in general rather than against 
PHILBY in particular. They might certainly have helped her 
to take particular offence when, three months later, on March 
18th, 1962, (see paragraph 4 above), he published his account 
of acts of Jewish violence against the Arab world. 


Bs The statement of Flora SOLOMON which I quoted at 134a, 
that she said that PHILBY was "now writing violently anti- 
Israel articles and she believed that he was doing this on 
Russian instructions" is taken from 57a in volume 1. 57a is 
a note by D of 5th July, 1962, recording the handing over to 
the D.G. by © of a note about a report made to ROTHSCHILD by 
Flora. The quoted statement appears, therefore, to be 
probably fourth-hand, from Flora to Lord ROTHSCHILD to C to 
the D.G. to D, and might have become slightly changed in its 
passage from one to the other. 


9. The next reference to the matter of Flora's motive in 
reporting is recorded at 66b, which is a transcript of a 

meeting arranged between ROTHSCHILD and Flora as a result of 

the original report; "Questioned as to what had happened to 
bring about the decision to talk, Mrs. SOLOMON said it was 

no definite item, but the fact that she had become disillusioned 
with Russia. She was getting older and would like to clear 

her conscience". No mention of newspaper articles. 


10. The next mention of her motive is at 71a, Arthur Martin's 
note of his interview with her following her talk with Lord 
ROTHSCHILD; "If she is to be believed, Mrs. SOLOMON's motive 
in coming forward at this late date derives partly from the 


/pessimistic view... 
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pessimistic view she takes of the world situation (not very 
convincing) and partly from her belief that PHILBY is still 
working for the Russians and, on their instructions, writing 
anti-Israel propaganda (which I believe to be her true motive). 
She cited the recent articles which he has written in the 
Observer about President Nasser of Egypt. At the end of the 
interview she appealed to me to do all I could to put a stop 

to these articles". 


1. This interview of Arthur Martin's is recorded in transcript 
form at 78a and this matter of motive is treated in pages 36 to 
38. She stated that "since last year, you see, I have read one 
or two articles of Kim's". She went on to mention the article 
of July 22nd (which she could not have read before she reported) 
and added that as a result of her reading, when she saw Victor 
in Israel "with this situation of Israel surrounded by seven 
Arab countries and the danger of that little country and so 

on . . « and here sits Kim, you see, pro-Arab, you see, ... 
Kim is obviously pro-Arab, pro-Russian . .. I suddenly sort 
of tied the whole thing and impulsively . .. that night I said 
to Victor". 


12% The timing appears to be this: 


October ist, 1961: Front page news about the 
Arab world and a cable from 
PHILBY. 


October 8th, 1961 Front page news about the 
Russians and the Arab world 
and a cable from PHILBY. 

Main feature article by PHILBY. 


12th November, 1961 Report in "The Week" about 
Russian illtreatment of Jews. 


December 3rd, 1961 Article by Edward Crankshaw 
on Russian anti-Semitism. 


March /8th, 1962 Report on Israel/Arab border 
clash suggesting Israeli 
violence and a comment by 
PHILBY suggesting long term 
Israeli scheme to undermine 
Arab means of livelihood. 


? Between March and Visit by Flora to Israel 

? July, 1962 where the position seemed to 
her that the tiny country of 
Israel was in a state of 
siege from surrounding larger 
Arab neighbours. She reports 
to Victor. 


/July 5th, 1962... 
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July 5th, 1962 Victor's report comes through 
to us. 


Conclusions 


13. |For a woman who feels as deeply as Flora SOLOMON about 
the Jewish question, it seems to me that there was enough 
material in the Observer (apart from what she may have seen 
elsewhere in the press, not necessarily by PHILBY) in the 
months before her action to cause her to wish to interfere 

with the one aspect of Russian actions in the Middle East 

over which she might have some control, namely PHILBY and his 
journalism. The specific article she mentioned did not appear 
in the Observer until July 22nd, 1962, the article about Nasser, 
but it is perhaps not surprising that this was the one she 
mentioned to Arthur as the date of their meeting was ist August, 
just ten days later. She implied that there had also been 
earlier items in the press and there would seem to be just 
enough evidence of this to support her theory. If she had been 
under instruction from the Russians to come forward at this 
particular time she would, of course, have had to concoct a 
plausible cover story for her action at that moment very much 
like the one she in fact told. But given the kind of woman 

she is, I think her story, as she tells it, is feasible. 


B. Palliser 


K3/6 
5th July, 1971 
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12. Questioned again about "Arnold" she replied "he said he 

was working for = = no I do not remember, " (It seemed probable 

that she did in fact remember his overt employment here.) Asked 
what nationality he was she said she thought he wags Austrian, 

She supposed she spoke to him in German but she did not remember 

and he might have spoken English. Asked if he knew TLizy she said 
"No" she knew Iizy much later. She was now shown all the photographs 
and appeered very ready to look at them. She identified the 
following photographs:< 

a 


Bak ae ie As 


@eeeseoeeoece eon ee B@eeseose 


*** BS) —- Flora Solomon 


“Strike out inapplicable. 
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Note for File 


Reference 13la, it seems to me very reasonable, 
supposing Flora SOLOMON to have been a Russian agent 
in the 1930's and possibly later, and supposing her 
to have been working for the Russians primarily 
because she was a Jew and therefore anti-Fascist, 
that when, in the late 1950's, Russian support came 
to be given to the Arab world against Israel, any 
residual loyalty she might have for the Russians 
would fade and only her basic, pro-Jewish loyalty 
would remain. In that case, her reporting on PHILBY 
in July, 1962 could well have been the result of a 
final decision taken after several years of brooding 
and indecision. When she spoke to Victor ROTHSCHILD 
(presumably shortly before 5.7.62., since he reported 
it on that date) she said that PHILBY was "now 
writing violently anti-Israel articles and she 
believed that he was doing this on Russian instructions". 
The only article in our file, entitled "Nasser's Pride 
and Glory", appeared in the "Observer" on 22.7.62. - 
over a fortnight later. The theory expounded at l3la 
could to some extent be tested by research in editions 
of the "Observer" (and possibly other papers to which 
PHILBY contributed) prior to Flora's accusations to 
Victor ROTHSCHILD, i.e. prior to 5.7.62. 


f 2 ee oe 
5. Po Lees 
B. Palliser 


| er, 
14th July, 1970. 
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Zi sew Lom! Rothschild for breakfast today at 
his rvequect. i@ was onxious to find out the 
state of negotiations te got him a false paseport. 
I teld him the outlook wae very bleak and he had 
better talk to Sir Dick Thite about its 


2s Vietor went on to say that he aid not imnow 
whether Flora SOLOMON waa going round the bend or 
not, but that she was pestering hin about Dudley 
DANDY, seying thet she wae convineed that he was a 
apy, thet she wes very frightened that he after 


many years had made yversiotent attempts to get in 
touch with her, I asked Victor what he thought of 
Fiorve's bona fideo, He said that it was not 
surprising if it tuxmned out that she was in some 
way muddled up with the Ruseians,. 1¢@ hed never 
ndersteod how Plora had asseclated so closely 
with so many eples, had been eo very prose over it 
yet had esgaped their clutches. I told 
Victer about the letter that BLUNT says that he 
destroyed when he helped to search DUAGESS‘'s flat 
after the defection in 1951. (This Letter was a 
Letter from PHILBY to BURGRSS telling him that if 
he was ever in dire trouble to take the Letter to 
WLora, whe would help), Victor's reaction to this 
was there might well be something odd about Flora. 
On the other hand, he conld not explain why she had 
shopped PHILEY in 1962 if ahe was still involved 
with the Russians, furthermore why she was trying to 
shop LANEY now. I gaid that as far as DANDY was 
concerned, he was probably of little further uge to 
the Russians if he were a apy, end the Rus olane 
mieht be wanting to dletract us from other targets. 
Victor said he would keep me informed of any further 
developments, 


Kk Adviser 


27 January 1970. 
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Mrs. Solomon wanted to see me/to say that Dudley Danby's 

behaviour towards her made her suspicious. I deliberately did not 

probe deeply as to what sort of suspicion she had but, for obvious 

reasons, they were concerned with the possibility of Danby engaging 
in intelligence activities. Mrs. Solomon said it was inconceivable 
that these could be on behalf of Israel. She had nothing to say as to 
whether they might be on behalf of Great Britain. I don't think 
either of these was in her mind. 


She said that a long while ago Dudley Danby had been 
connected, I think through the British Council, with Lord Lloyd. She 
implied that Lord Lloyd and Dudley Danby were homosexuals. 


She said Lord Lloyd and Dr. Weizmann were friendly and 
that Dudley Danby became very intimate (not in the homosexual sense) 
with Dr. Weizmann. She implied that Dr. Weizmann's friendliness 
with Dudley Danby was due to his wish to become more closely 
associated with Lord Lloyd. She was, however, a bit confused on 
this point and, for example, said something to the following effect: 
''you know that when Dr. Weizmann really took someone into his 
confidence, he told them his innermost thoughts and aspirations. "' 


She did not enlarge on her own relationships with Dudley 
Danby, but I gained the impression that at that time, she must have 
known him fairly well. 


For many years Mrs. Solomon and Dudley Danby never 
saw each other. Then, out of the blue, quite recently, he sent 
her a postcard from Israel, attached. She could not remember 
whether the postcard was sent this year or last year, but said she 
supposed this could be checked by the postage stamp. She was 
surprised to get this postcard after so many years silence and 
separation. 


Then he sent her some flowers at the. Jewish New Year 
this year. Mrs. Solomon put great emphasis, ‘that onl y the Oe 
intimate friends did this. (I did not know if this was true.) Then 
she got a note from him when her sister died. 


All this seemed to her to add up to Dudley Danby wanting 
stablish contact with her. What could be the reason? It made 
er feel uneasy and frightened. 


I asked her whether she had any views as to what might be 
done. She did not want to see Mr. Peter Wright and said he was the 
man who burst into her dear sister's room in the nursing home. 
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I said I would think about it and make a few enquiries. 


JIJUL 
Danby had seen Philby in Beirut (I think it was Beirut, but in any case 
Iam sure it was somewhere in that part of the world) and had told her 


During our discussion Mrs. Solomon mentioned that Dudley 


he was well. This must make it possible to get some time structure 


into what is said above. 


lst November, 1969 
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11 HERSCHEL ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE 
CB3 SAG 
TELEPHONE 50488 


25th October, 1969 
ees 


Parte 


I returned from America today and 
found the enclosed letter waiting for me. I 


am trying to make a date. 


4 
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103, CARRINGTON HOUSE, 
HERTFORD STREET. 
LONDON. W.1. 


MAYFAIR 2467. 


20th October,1969. 


It is a long time since we saw or 


heard from each other. 
»-Now I have a new problem which might 


or might not be important and which puzzles me. 


L am going to Israel at the beginning 
of November and would like to consult you before 


Ll leave, if you have a little time to spare. 


Do give me a ring when you are in town 


a and when we could meet. 


tee CUA 


So 
TA. wT YVR Leer 
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Extract for File No 
PF 605565 


Original in File No 


Date and Place of “Interview/Meeting 


Subject .......... Various. persons..of..interest..t0.K.3 
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Mis ee So Ra = ee 
Extracted by ge eed lee tee teNokas tins Date als 


ogee Victor ROTHSCHILD had said he had some 
information to give me for which I had asked some 
time ago. This was on the subject of Flora SOLOMON's 
income. In connection with the matter of her suing 
B.O.A.C. I had asked if he could find out for me 


whether she was hard up. He said he had m ged to 
extract the following information froma. 
that it was highly confidential and must be strictly 


guarded. Her present pension is £3250 per annum. 

In 1968 Marks & Spencer gave her a lump sum of £15,000. 
She also draws an annual Salary of £1,000 as a 
consultant to Marks & Spencer. 


*Strike out inapplicable. 


8. Form 81c 3m 2.69 
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Extract from note of interview with Lord 
and Lady ROTHSCHILD by K.3/PMW on Monday 
3rd March 1969. 


Original on PF 605565 dated 1.3.69 
Ext. for PF 604692 by K.3/KS on 25.3.69 


9. I asked Victor whether he had seen Flora 
SOLOMON lately. He said he had not. I told 
him, without mentioning OPSONIC, about Flora's 
action pending against B.0.A.C. I told him that 
I thought Flora had been right about Dudley DANBY. 


eseeesoenvresee 
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Note for file oe 
On 1.11.67 Mrs, Flora SOLOMON told 
D,3/Mr. Wright that a certain Dudley DANBY 
had been a close friend of Kim PHILBY when 
the latter was in Beirut in 1962. DANBY , 
she thought, was in the oil business, He 
had been a protege of Lord Lloyd of the 
British Council. 


rd The enquiries to identify DANBY and 
the report of his interview by Mr. Wright 
on 9.1.69 are to be found in DANBY's file, 
PF 607283. 


a. DANBY confirmed that he had known 
PHILBY, though Mr, Wright gained the 
impression he was not telling all he knew. 
DANBY also said that he had been a neigh- 
bour of Flora SOLOMON's in Carrington House 
during the war. Like Lord Lloyd and like 
Flora herself, he had been keen on Zionism 
and became one of her circle. He described 
her soirées, saying that she liked to collect 
round her young people who were associated 
with prominent people and through her he came 
to know Kim. DANBY expatiated at length 

on Flora's virtues, saying she was a 
remarkable woman whom he had much admired, 


Se Aa) mee 


B, Palliser 
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Pa. in PF, 604,692 SOLOMON. 
Orig. in PF, 604,582, v. 12, ser, 618¢ datedill.4.68. 


Note for File 


It saw Sir Anthony BLUNT on 8th April 1968, 


With regard to the case of Phoebe POOL, I told him that I 


had seen Dr, PEDDER. BLUNT for his part said that he had seen 
Willie TOWNSEND. 


Lee 


@eeseseeeoveee ee2 @ 


Phoebe had told Willie that he must not gO to Carrington 


Street, BLUNT's comment on this was that the only Carrington 

Streets known to him were all in outer London, I thought it 

Significant, however, that Carrington House is Flora 30LOMNUuN's 

address. Phoebe had obviously given Willie the impression that 

his Carrington Street to which he must not BO Was some Kind of 
rendevous, 


D3. 


a 


11.4.68. Signed Peter M. Wright 
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